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1. Refusing an invitation

Sometimes, it's difficult to guess whether an invitation is real or merely a polite offer. In this
case, a simple polite refusal can be used to judge the persons’ true intentions.

BN
(gai tian ba)
Maybe another day,

ToRIE
(xia ci ba)
Maybe next time,

UE/Bl kBt
(yihou /huitou zai shuod)
Let’s talk about it later.

eqg.
A FRGUBEIE! (Qu wojig zuozud bal)
Go to my house and have a seat!
B: XXM, (Gditian ba.)
Maybe another day.

A RRIEIRIB? B IEHRIE., (NFméi chifan ma? WS ging ni chr,)
Did you not eat? Let me treat you to dinner.

B. BET, TXIE. (Xiéxie le, xia ¢l ba,)

Thank you, next time.

Of course, if they respond and confirm that their invitation was serious, accepting is the most
appropriate way to respond.
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2. Refusing an offer

Chinese people tend to decline gifts or favors multiple times before finally accepting them.
This is a polite way to show modesty because it shows that you don't want to trouble others.

AT

(buyong le)
No need.

R

(bubi le)
It's not necessary.

RNIRITRT
(tai méafan ni le)
It's too much of a bother.

AT

(biémang le)
Please don’t bother.

e.qg.
A RFEEIEE, (NFyong wo de ché ba.)

You can use my car.

B. AT, KB T . (Buyongle, tai mafan nile,)
No, it's too much trouble for you.

A BB RIE, (WG jié gidn géi ni ba,)
Let me lend you money.

B: 5T, Bl (Bubile xiéxie.)

No, thank you.

This initial refusal before final acceptance also happens often when people offer food or drink,
especially when it is offered by someone they don't know well. That's why when Chinese
people offer you something to eat or drink, and encourage you to “eat more,” if you really
want to say no, you can use the phrases:
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HIEARZ,
(W0 xianzai bu xiang cht.)
| don't feel like eating right now.

s, F=JLIE,

(Xiexie, dai huir ba.)
Thank you, maybe later.

3. Refusing unsolicited suggestions

When a salesperson approaches you with an offer you're not interested in, you can refuse
them directly by saying

RE, B,
(Buyao, xiexie.)

No, thanks.

When talking to someone you know, on the other hand, it's more common, and polite, to
make an excuse or say you'll get back to them later. For example:

HEEFEIE

(W kol kdoldi.)

I'll think it over.

B8 E

(W& xiangxiang ba.)
I'll think about it.
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4. Refusing a request

If someone is asking you for information or advice and you don'’t feel comfortable doing so,
you can try to redirect the conversation by switching the topic, putting it off, or dodging the
question. You might say:

N :_:E
&Z:j(/ﬁ%o
(W0 bu tai gingehd.)
| am not really sure.

XA,

(zheyang buhao ba)
This might not work.

B[REAKRTTIE,
(kénéng butai fangbian)
It might be too inconvenient.
eqg.
Al REREZEREIIEE, ZFIE7 (NI gaosu wd ldobdn de xigngfa, hdo ma?)
Can you tell me what the boss thinks?
B. GEELRXTT1E. (kénéng butdi fangbian)
It might be too inconvenient.

5. Bonus phrases!

When someone gives you an unreasonable request or suggestion, and you want to decline
directly, you can say:

ANeJEE

(bukénéng)
Impossible!

Ve ES
(xiangdeméi)
You wish!

R
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Il
(méiménr)
No way!

K18
(xidxiang)

Never, not a chance!

Theses refusals are very straightforward and blunt, be careful about who you say them to.
#1535 is a little sarcastic, and ¥AK%8 is very firm and resolute, and it might sound like you're
quite annoyed.
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