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Just Saying “Thank you”

Just like in English, you can reply to a compliment simply by thanking the person for their kind
words. The most direct and simple way is saying #, thank you.

You can also simply say:
(Zhén de ma? Xiexie!)

ALY 535!

Really? Thank you!

(Duoxié kuajiang, wé hui jixt nil de.)
ZHEX, BREBHEE NN,

Thank you for the praise, | will continue to work hard.

e.g.

A BEITIRELFE! (NI de yifu zhén hdokan!)
Your clothes are so beautiful!

B EA9I5? 55! (Zhén de ma? Xiexie!)
Really? Thank you!

A: 7E47! (Zuo de hdo!)

Good job!

B-EGER, BEBLEEH. (Duoxie kudjidng, wd hui jixi nili de.)
Thank you for the praise, | will continue to work hard.

This kind of response is really common among younger people because it is casual and you
don't have to pretend that it's not true.

Politely Denying It

As you might already know, modesty is an important part of Chinese culture. If someone pays
you a compliment, it's the Chinese way to be humble. Instead of accepting the compliment,
you should refuse it first!

Politely Denying It ( | )

In a more formal setting, such as at work, you should use more official-sounding phrases:
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(Bu gandang.)
REH,

| don't deserve your praise

(Nal nali, wd hai cha de yuan.)
MEME, RIEEBIE,

No no, I'm still really far off.

(Méiydu méiydu, dou shi yunqi.)
REEE, #WEES.

No no, pure luck.

(Cankui cankui, hai ydu jinbu de kdngjian.)
iR ER, EEHTN=E.

Ashamed, there is still space to get better.

(Hai bugou hdo, xdyao jixu ntli.)
EARGGLF, FERELE T

It's still not good enough. | need to keep working hard on it.

eg.
A: RERIFHIESL! (NI 'shi zul hao de yishéng!)
You are the best doctor!

B: B, (Bugandang.)

/ don't deserve your praise

A REGKIEXLZF T ! (NI de hanyd tai hdo le!)

Your Chinese is so good!

B: IEBLF, BEHREELE S, (Hai bugou hdo, xayao jixa ndill)
It’s still not good enough. | need to keep working hard on it,

A B9 EH B EAFLE! (NI de 14 yin bl zhonggud rén hai hdo!)
Your pronunciation is better than Chinese!

B: BFEBFE, ZHiFZEREZL, (NS ndli wo hdi cha de yuan.)

No no, I'm still really far off.
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Politely Denying It (1)

There are also several casual phrases you can use to refuse a compliment, like:
(Na you!)

WA

Not at all!

(Hai xing ba.)
w1,

It's alright.

(Hai cha de yuan ne.)
HEFIZIE.

I'm still really far off.

(WO méi name hao.)
BOZABAYGF

I'm not that good.

(Hai! Yunqi hao bale.)
%! BRERT

I'm just very lucky.

e.g.

A: XZEFE R ZE! (Ddjia dou shuo ni hén lihail)
Everyone says you are great!

B: B§E! (N4 you!)

Not at all!

A XX ZEW! (Zhé cl ni bidoxian de bucuo al)
You performed well this time!

B: 1B, (Hai xing ba.)

It’s alright.

A FEER X g7 7! (Gongxi nil you ying le!)
Congratulations on winning again!

B: ! =EIFET ., (Hail Yunqgl hao bale.)
I'm just very lucky.
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Politely Denying It (11I)

Another way to show modesty when receiving compliments is to say that they're just flattering
you. These kinds of phrases focus mainly on the person giving you the compliment, instead
of focusing on you. For example:

(NT guojiang le.)

RERT .

You flatter me.

(N7 guoyu le.)
fREET .

You're exaggerating.

(NT tai kuazhang le.)

IRRZKT .

You're exaggerating too much

eg.

A IREFIAXFET! (NI zhén de taiméi le!)
You are really so beautiful!

B: RIET . (Nf'guojidng le,)

You flatter me.

A: RELHAEERT! (NI z6énme name congming!)
Why are you so smart!

B RAEHK T . (NI'tai kuazhang le,)

You're exaggerating too much.

Returning the Compliment

If you'd like to accept the compliment, but don’t want to focus only on yourself, you can repay
their kindness by returning the compliment, just say:

(NT yé bucuo a!)
R AN

You are good too!
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(WO héi yao xiang ni dud xuéxi.)
HEBEEIRZF ],

| still need to learn from you more.

eqg.
A REXBIHIRER T ! (NI chuan zhé shén yifu méi jile!)
You look beautiful in this dress!

B: IREAFEW | (NI yé bucuo a!)

You look good too!

A: RHEHIERIR T ! (NI de yénjiang jingcdl jile!)

Your speech is wonderful!

B BIFEEIREFS, (WS hdi ydo xiang ni’ dubd xuéxi,)
/! still need to learn from you more.

Sharing the Credit

Another way to accept a compliment and still be humble is sharing the credit with others.
These slightly more advanced responses are extremely useful in business contexts and truly
show your appreciation for those who help you.

Z57 XX,
Thanks to XX.

eg.
A RXBE—%, EfF! (NT youshi di yi ming, zhén youxid!)
You take the first place again, so outstanding!

B: 57X #If., (Dud kui le Wang laoshi)

Thanks to teacher Wang.

XEARKNIT .
The credit belongs to all of us.
eqg.
A HERXFT, EHE! (Gongxi niyou yingle, zhén bang!)
Congratulations, you won again. Awesome!
B: XEARKHINF. (Zhe shi dajia de gongléo.)
The credit belongs to all of us.

£ XX+Verb+BF
o3
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& XX BIFH .

It's just because XX taught really well.

eqg.
BEEIFHFEIF, (Shi ldoshijido de hdo.)
It’s just because teacher taught really well.

& XX BER’RF.
It's just because XX contributed so much.
eqg.
EFERETZ47. (Shi téngshi péihé de hao.)
It’s just because the coworkers contributed so much.

& XX NSEHF.
It's just that XX lead really well.
eg.
BREGE/ELF. (Shi jingli lingddo de hdo.)
It’s just that the manager leaded really well.

Check out our more courses to become fluent fast!
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