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Simple Apologies

pSEN

(dui bu qi)
sorry
FFTAFE  literally means “sorry”. It's a formal and straightforward way to admit you made a
mistake and apologize for it. It's definitely an essential word to know.

eqg.
XITE, BEER TR, (Duibugl wo bang bu lido ni)
Sorry, I can't help you.

XIE, HBEZFT. (Duibugl wo chidso le.)
Sorry, I'm late.

rHFER
(bu hao yisi)
Sorry; Excuse me

REFEE is used as a less serious  way to say “sorry” in Chinese. It's actually often used in
situations where you feel a bit embarrassed.

eg.
ABEELAR! (WS xihuan nil)

! like you!

BIAFERE BEZHL T . (Buhdo yisi wo you nan péngydule.)
Sorry, [ have a boyfriend alreadly.

In fact, it can also mean “excuse me”, especially when you are bothering someone or trying
to get their attention.

eg.
THFEE, 15— T (Bu hdo yisi, qing rang yixia.)
Excuse me, would you mind stepping aside?

(baogian)
to feel sorry
When you feel guilty about something, you can use 1#33K.
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eqg.

AAFITFLZFG 2 (NI hdi méi 1di ma?)

Are you not coming yet?

BH#E, BHESXTEEFT . (Baogian, wo jin tian bu néng I3 le.)
Sorry, | can’t come today.

This expression is used in particular when you feel sorry about something that happened to
someone, and you want to express your sympathy.

e.g.
X TFHRELEHE, FEFRAH. (Duiyd nilihdn de shi, wo gdnddo hén baogian.)
/'m sorry about your divorce.

Specific Apologies

BARHER.
(W0 bushi guyi de.)
| didn’t mean it.

When you accidentally do something wrong or hurt someone’s feelings, you can use this
phrase to explain yourself and say that you didn’t mean any harm.

RAES.
(NV bié shéngqi.)
Don’t be angry.

You can use this expression when someone is pissed off and you want to calm them down a
bit.

BRAX,

(Shi wo budui.)
My bad.

ERAHF.
(Shi wo buhao.)
My bad.
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XA ERE.
(Shi wo de wenti.)
It’s my problem.

BT .
(WS cuo le.)
My fault.

These phrases are used to apologize as well as admit it's your fault. For the first three, you
can also add X or #F in the beginning to say “This is my fault” or “It’s all my fault”.

eqg.
B, XEHEAFKX. (Chdoxido ni zhé shi wd budul.)
[ didn’t mean to make fun of you, it's my bad., this is my bad.

KAHEG T, EE2RLIEE, (Zhé cl bisai shale, dou shi wd de wentr,)
We lost the competition. It’s all my fault.

PRFEZET . (Xia ¢ bo hui zheyéngle.,)
It won't happen again!

BT . (WS bu hui zai zheyangle.)
! won't do it again.

When you try to apologize, you can also promise to do better in the future with these two
expressions.

Accepting an apology

Being able to graciously accept an apology is just as important as
being able to say you're sorry when you do something wrong. Now
that we've learned how to apologize in Chinese, let’s take a look at

how to respond when someone says sorry to you.
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BRFR
(méi guan xi)
It’s okay.
ed.
Al H#, BSXTEEF T . (Baogian, wo jin tian bu néng I4i le,)
Sorry, | can’t come today.
B: REZE, (méiguan xi)

It’s okay.
BEIL
(méi shir)
It's nothing.
e.g.

A THFEE, BAEHEL. (Bu hdo yisi wo bushi guyi de.)
Sorry, | didn't mean it.
B: ;%ZF /L. (méishir)

It’s nothing.
billy E Pl
(Bié fang zai xin shang.)
Never mind.
e.g.

A TRH#, EFE2FL9E. (Hén baogian, dou shi wo de cuo.)
I'm sorry, it's all my fault.
B. FI#wL F. (Bié fang zai xin shang.)

Never mind.
INEJL, BB
(Xido shir, bié danxin.)
It’s nothing. Don’t worry about it.
e.qg.

A: XIE, BRZT . (Duibugl, wo chiddo le.)
Sorry, I'm late.

B. /©FEJL, FIHE. (Xido shir, bié danxin.)
It’s nothing. Don't worry about it.
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