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Talking about the past with %

7% (méi) is used when talking about the past. Adverbials related to time, such as yesterday,
last month, before, or once long ago, can be used with 7% to indicate when something didn’t
happen in the past. Keep in mind that in Chinese you need to add the negation, in this case
7%, to the main verb for it to make sense.

e.g.

A REFIEFFTIB? (N z80shang chi dongxi le ma?)
Have you eaten anything this morning?

B: FRIENE. (WS méi chi ne,)

No, I haven't.

Al RREAXEZZR TIE? (NI zudtian qu xuéxidole ma?)
Did you go to school yesterday?

B. BRZE. (WS méiqu.,)

No, I didn't

Talking about the present with %#&

Since & (you) by itself means “have”, J¥& (méiydu) means “to not have”. X% can be
used to say that you have not done something in the past, but it is also used to talk about
the present or future to say that you don'’t have something according to the context, Such as:

A 2F 100 Be£IE! (Géi wo 100 kuai gidn ba!)
Give me 100 kuari!

B. FXHH. (WS méiydu qisn.,)

/ don’t have money.

A X RE R EFIBIEIRIB? (Mingtian ni you shijian hé wd chifan ma?)
Do you have time to eat with me tomorrow?

B: BIXFRERTE. (Mingtian wo méjydu shijian.)

/ don’t have time tomorrow.
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Responding to yes-no questions with 4~

Yes-No questions are formed by placing the word “Ig" at the end of a sentence, For example
someone might ask you {RZEHXME? (Do you study Chinese?) If someone asks you a yes-
no question, and you want to say “no” in reply, you just need to add 4~ to the main verb or
adjective.

rE

A REMEIZAILIZ? (NI shi ta de ni péngyou ma?)
Are you his girlfriend?

B: A&, (Bdshi)

No, I'm not.

RE

A RBEIEZEAIL? (NI yao chi dongxi ma?)
Do you want to eat something?
B: 42, (Bd yao.)

No, | don’t want to.

A8

A RFBEEZIE? (NI xidng shuijido ma?)
Do you want to sleep?

B. 478, (Bu xidng.,)

No, | don't want to.

N
A (FREEIR—E B2 (NI néng kuai yididn ma?)
Could you go faster?
B: 1B, (Bu néng.)
No, [ can't

A RENEKIGB 2 (N hul youydng ma?)
Can you swim?
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B &, (Bu hui)
No, [ can't

AT
A RETYEBBIL? (NI kéyi bang wo ma?)
Can you help me?
B FEliY. (Bu kéyi )

No, [ can't

Responding to affirmative-negative questions with 4

Similar to yes-no questions, when we expect someone to give a simple direct answer, we
often use this affirmative-negative question structure, which looks like this:

Adj. +  +Adj.
Verb + 4/~ + Verb

So if you'd like to just reply “no” to a question like this, it's very simple, you can just say

A+ Adj./ Verb

For example

A GNTISXETEZE?  (Nimen jintian léi ba /ei?)
Are you tired or not today?

B: A&, (Bu léi)

Not tired.

A R B Az’ (NI jia Il gongyuan yudn bo yuan?)
Is your home far away from the park or not?

B: iz, (Ba yudn)

No, not far.

A: B AE XIFXS? (WS zhéme zou, dul bddui?)
! go in this way, right?

B: AXf, (Bu dui)

Not right.

A BARZEIKIET, 770477 (WO bu xuéxi hanyd le, xing buxing?)
Is it okay if | don't learn Chinese?

B: 7. (Bu xing.)

No, it’s not okay.
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A: BEEFHFT, IFFLF? (WS bu qu shangbén le, hdo bu hdo?)
Is it alright if | don’t go to work?

B: F4f. (Bu hdo)

No, it'’s not alright.
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